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Second Marriages.
state, unless he marries a woman of very strong and fixed principles of religion.' He maintained to me, contrary to the common notion, that a woman would not be the worse wife for being learned'; in which, from all that I have observed of Artemisias*, I humbly differed from him. That a woman should be sensible and well informed, I allow to be a great advantage; and think that Sir Thomas Over-bury3, in his rude versification, has very judiciously pointed out that degree of intelligence which is to be desired in a female companion:
' Give me, next good, an understanding wife, By Nature wise, not learned by much art;
Some knowledge on her side will all my life More scope of conversation impart;
Besides, her inborne virtue fortifie;
They are most firmly good, who * best know why.'
When I censured a gentleman of my acquaintance for marrying a second time, as it shewed a disregard of his first wife, he said, ' Not at all, Sir. On the contrary, were he not to marry again, it might be concluded that his first wife had given him a disgust to marriage; but by taking a second wife he pays the highest compliment to the first, by shewing that she made him so happy as a married man, that he wishes to be so a second time0.' So ingenious a turn
1 ' Depend upon it," he said,' no woman is the worse for sense and knowledge.' Boswcll's Hebrides, Sept. 19, 1773. See, however, post, 1780, in Mr. Lnngton's Collection, where he says i—1 Supposing a wife to be of a studious or argumentative turn, it would be very troublesome.'
a                  ' Though Artemisia talks by fits
Of councils, classics, fathers, wits;
Reads Malbranche, Boyle, and Locke: Yet in some things, rnuthmks she fails; Twere well if she would pare her nails,
And wear a cleaner smock." SWIFT.   Imitation of ItnglisJt. Poets, Works, xxiv. 6. 8 A Wife, a poem, 1614.   BOSWKLL,            4 In the original that.
5 What a succession of compliments was paid by Johnson's old
didage of clean linen about his head was much more wholesome, as well as cleanly, than the caul of a wig, which is soiled with frequent perspirations.' Spectator,No. 576.
